
KEEP WESTERHAM GREEN RESIDENTS GROUP 

3rd AGM 27-01-2020 – DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Chairman’s Welcome 

In addition to Westerham residents there were people were present from Biggin Hill, Brasted 

and Sundridge 

 

Apologies 

All KWG committee members were present 

Also, Kent County Councillor Nick Chard, Sevenoaks District Councillor Diana Esler, Chair 

of Westerham Town Council, Helen Ogden, as well as Biggin Hill Councillors Julian 

Bennington and Melanie Philipps 

 

Minutes of Previous Keep Westerham Green AGM  

There were no outstanding Matters Arising, and the Minutes were approved. 

 

Presentation of Annual Report 

Covers Farm Quarry Stabilisation and Restoration consultations 

Dec 2018 - KWG made a joint response to the Covers Farm Quarry consultation with WTC.  

Jan 2020 - sought independent expert advice to contribute to KWG’s response. 

Moorhouse Parcel Depot consultation:  

Feb 2019 - encouraged residents to lobby Tandridge District Councillors, resulting in refusal 

of the proposal  

Sevenoaks Local Plan 2015-35:  

Dec 2018 - urged residents to respond to the Section 19 Consultation 

Sep 2019 - attended committee meetings and Examination Hearings. 

 

Presentation of Accounts 

(Please see accompanying document). Jenny Cowan stated that since these accounts were 

presented, KWG had received a £130 donation and made a £900 expenditure. 

The meeting approved the accounts. 

 

Jenny Cowan thanked everyone who was involved in the leaflet distribution. 

Jenny Cowan thanked Sharon Lord and Yvonne Tullet. Also, Johnathan Lord and Clive 

Pither, who were standing down from the committee. 

 

Election of Committee Members 

Chair - Jenny Cowan -Proposed by Richard Howard and seconded by Sandra Johnston 

Secretary - Sharon Lord - Proposed by Jenny Cowan and seconded by Ray Woodward 

Treasurer - Yvonne Tullet - Proposed by Sharon Lord and seconded by Richard Howard 

Committee Member John Warren - Proposed by Amanda Jones and seconded by Sharon Lord 

 

AOB 

None 

 

The AGM closed at 20:13 

 

 



KEEP WESERHAM GREEN PUBLIC MEETING CONCERNING PLANNING 

APPLICATION KCC/SE/0495/2018, STABILISATION & RESTORATION OF 

COVERS FARM QUARRY  

 

Short Presentation on the Application 

Jenny Cowan showed a map of Covers Farm Quarry on the screen display and stated that all 

the information is on the sheets that can be found at the back of the hall. 

 

JC read from a sheet prepared by Andrea Hopkins, KCC Principal Planning Officer i/c the 

Covers Farm Quarry application, and Cllr. Nick Chard. 

 

JC described the proposed scheme and stated that it would take 5-6 years for the restoration. 

JC described the routes that the lorries would take according to the Transport report. 

Confirmed that one point in Brasted High Street still exceeds air pollution limits. 

JC showed a screen display of the single-track haul road route.  This could lead to congestion 

on the Beggars Lane roundabout. Stated that one of the 3-metre bunds would be close to the 

SSSI and Ancient Woodland Westerham Wood.  

JC showed photos of the lorries queuing on the Biggin Hill main road for access to the 

Cherry Tree Lodge Haul Road Site and another of a lorry that had veered off the top of 

Westerham Hill whilst delivering to the Cherry Tree Lodge site (2011).   

 

The position of the proposed Stop Light Crossing on the Croydon Road, just to the south of 

the M25 underbridge in the 60-mph zone, was shown 

 

JC asked, was stabilisation really needed given that the application lacks adequate convincing 

evidence. Stated that Highways England had no record of the geological risk but were 

anxious that the proposed work in this application might pose a risk. 

 

Open Floor for Questions and Comments 

Q - Member of the audience - When as the M25 widened? 

A - Five years ago. 

 

Mark Bannister, resident living close to the quarry - Lowering the contours of the 

landscaping by 150mm would reduce the infill required by 64,000 cubic metres, thereby 

reducing the number of lorries required. 

 

JC urged audience to respond to the decision makers on the Kent County Council Planning 

Applications Committee by the end of February. Details are on the green sheet. 

   

Comment – Mr Robert Bannister, resident - Lives at the Farley Edge, which forms the 

western boundary with the pit.  Has written to KCC stating that in summer 1968, Westerham 

had 8" of rain in 12 hours.  This caused the south west corner of his garden to fall into the pit, 

100ft in total. Redlands Roof Tiles started infilling against his western boundary.  He 

welcomes latest proposals.  It will add trees and combat climate change.  He supports the 

filling of the north pond and embankment.  He feels that due to increasing rainfalls, it is only 

prudent to undertake this proposal.  He understands vehicle movements are worrying, 

especially at Westerham Hill and offered an alternative route via A22 and east along the A25. 

A - JC - Since 1968 tech has improved.  Geo Tech expert queries deep failure or shallow 

failures.  Given the potential disruption, want alternative solutions. 



 

Q - Clive Jenkins - is the new MP aware of what is happening? 

A – JC  KWG has written to her. Laura Trott MP is still setting up her office.  

 

Q - Has anyone worked out how much Morants Promotions Ltd is going to make on this? 

A - From floor, lots of money. 

 

Q – Derek Camlin, London Road resident - What guarantee that the lorries will follow the 

route patterns proposed, especially if there is a problem on the M25? 

A – Cllr. Nick Chard - I don’t know where the law stands on this but very happy to get that 

information for you. He went on to explain how the planning system works.  The applicant 

puts in a proposal.  Planning cannot propose any other solution, they can only say yes or no.  

Refers to notes that the KCC had given to JC. 

Q - JC - is the applicant obliged under planning law to investigate another solution? 

Q - Nick Chard - will find out. 

Comment - Sheila Skinner, lives behind Cherry Tree site. Her experience is that lorries will 

use the quickest route to get to their destination and not stick to prescribed routes. 

 

Comment - Clive Pither, Westerham Town Councillor. Pollution levels in Westerham have 

got better recently.  This proposal cannot improve that. The new government and their 

proposals to change the farming subsidy should be taken into account.  Some improvements 

could include retention of reservoirs and trees instead of polluting the atmosphere over the 

coming years. This town doesn’t need to be dumped upon. We are a recreational area, visited 

by walkers, cyclists and horse riders, with many people coming from London for a rural 

break. 

 

Comment - Claire Smith, resident who lives 400 yards from where the Cherry Tree Lodge 

Haul Road work was going on.  Often got mud and rubble over her drive.   

 

Comment - Keith Thompson, Westerham Town Councillor.  Uses buses on Westerham Hill 

to commute to work.  Has seen traffic incidents and fatalities. Stated that lighting is not good 

on Beggars Lane.  No benefits to residents.  Lorries would make this much more dangerous. 

JC replied that is would be useful for people to give local insights to KCC Planning 

Application Committee members. 

 

Comment - Ian Brabender (?) Croft Road resident. 100-200 lorries running diesel engines 

while waiting up!  He is worried for his grandchildren at the school. 

 

Comment - Julian Bennington, Biggin Hill Councillor.  Stated that the Cherry Trees Lodge 

photo was exceptional and not an everyday occurrence. Stated however that Beggars Lane 

roundabout will be a problem and that Biggin Hill residents should be consulted. 

 

Comment - Ray Woodward, resident.  Stated that he is an architect who has been resident in 

Westerham over 60 years.  He has had dealings with lorries and haulage and stated that lorry 

drivers have become increasingly badly behaved, and the lorries will very soon disregard 

their prescribed routes to get to their destination as quickly as possible.  Roads such as 

Pilgrims Way will be used, Westerham and Brasted will be affected. 

Ray also talked about the finances of this project and said that the building of a haul road 

would be just the start - a bypass (and 650 houses) would inevitably follow, financed by this 

project.  



  

Comment - Mike James, Farley Lane resident.  Is this a philanthropic exercise or a precursor 

to development? 

 

Comment – Cllr. Nick Chard.  Write 13 separate emails to the members of the KCC 

Planning Applications Committee.  The consultation cut-off date is 16 Feb, but comments 

can be made up until the time of the next Committee meeting (1 April or 13 May?)  KCC will 

engage Noise and Air Quality Consultants.  Is happy to ask questions on your behalf.  Also 

said he would facilitate getting answers to technical questions.  

 

JC - Email addresses are on the sheets at the back of the hall.  Is the applicant required to 

evaluate other measures/proposals? 

 

Q - Alan Shorey, resident.  Where is the waste coming from? 

A – Cllr. Nick Chard.  Lorries are coming from north of here. 

JC – It stated in the application ‘from the south-east of the Greater London area.’ 

 

Comment - Biggin Hill resident.  I agree with the other lady earlier.  Lorries and mud. Wheel 

cleaning equipment was provided at the site in question but was never used.  Mud, dirt and 

bricks on the road.  Lorries were parked in bus stops and anywhere they could find while they 

waited.  The councillors don’t live here and so don’t have to put up with it. 

 

Comment - Helen Ogden, Westerham Town Council.  Thanked KWG for the invitation to 

the meeting.  Seven fellow councillors are also here.  Took professional advice on geo tech 

matter and will object strongly.  WTC is also taking advice on transport.  Our response will 

be released to the public when we make it. Consultation responses have to be made on 

planning grounds.  Some more emotional thoughts cannot be taken into account; nor can the 

possibility of alternatives.  Our door is open at WTC. 

 

Q - Derek Hamlin.  Asked who is responsible for making good the M25 in case of instability?  

A - Nick Chard - Highways England can stop any action which threatens the M25.  

JC – The M25 is 60 metres from Covers Farm Quarry at its nearest point. 

 

Comment - Sandra Johnson, Granville Road resident.  Proposed haulage road will be visible 

from her property, very concerned.  The proposed haul road would run across farmland.  Her 

house already suffers from diesel outfall. She gets diesel on her washing.  If it falls on the 

school daily, it won’t help either the children’s young lungs or the Ancient Woodland. 

 

Q - Brasted Chart resident for 20 years.  Infill is likely to be from demolished buildings etc 

and so may have lead and other contaminants in it.  This will inevitably filter down to the 

water table, giving us all contaminated water. The point where the applicant proposes to 

allow the water to drain into the water table is a Protected Zone that discharges to a drinking 

water borehole just to the west of Covers Quarry. 

A – JC. We are looking closely at the data in the application on ground and water 

contamination and will incorporate these concerns into the KWG response. 

 

 

         Continued  ../.. 

 

 



Comment - Teacher in Croydon, lives in Tatsfield. Very concerned for school children.  

They have this one chance to set themselves up for secondary education.  Anything can 

disrupt their education. The noise, disruption and pollution are very damaging for young 

minds. 

 

Comment - Resident - 10yr old son attends school in Tunbridge Wells.  Are people aware 

that school children are taking buses to school from the bus stop at BP garage?  Often eating 

whilst they wait. With the haul road starting there it would be a pollution hotspot and very 

harmful to these children.  It isn’t just the younger children that will be affected but also 

senior school pupils. 

 

Q - JC to Nick Chard. Traffic monitoring lines have appeared.  What info is being gathered 

and why? 

A –Cllr. Nick Chard. We regularly take samples.  In part it will be used for Covers Farm and 

also the A25 from Riverhead to Westerham.  It splits traffic into times of day and measures 

its speed. 

Q – JC. Does this count number of axles per vehicle i.e. lorry or car? 

A – Nick Chard. No 

 

Q - Joan Garrod (?) Resident of Brasted High Street. When will lorries be on the move? 

A - JC The application states 07:00-1800 during weekdays. 

 

Q - If Highways England say that there is no threat of instability to M25, can we revert back 

to original plan?  (moving around what is already there). If so, will that be enforced? 

A - If it can be proven that there is no need to import material for stabilisation there will be 

no need to do this.  What has changed is stability requirements.  Restoration requirement laid 

down by KCC as a condition of the continued exploitation of the quarry. 

 

Comment – Cllr. Diana Esler.  Has had two phone calls from Laura Trott (MP), asking her to 

report back. 

 

JC thanked everyone for their questions and for attending.  Given all the disruption to the 

community, is there a proven case for the instability of the northern quarry slope that could 

threaten to the M25? 

 

The Public Meeting closed at 21:30. 


