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Our Ref: CC4152 26 May 2021
 
Dear Ms Hopkins,
 
Application number: KCC/SE/0495/2018
Site: Covers Quarry, Croydon Road, Westerham, Kent

I am writing to you as the Member of Parliament for the East Surrey constituency which
borders the site detailed in this application.

You have received correspondence from Surrey Highway Authority regarding the suitability
of the roads included in the plan for routing of HGVs within Surrey from Zone E to the
Quarry, and I wanted to re-emphasise those concerns and my own prior to Kent County
Council forming a decision.

In the letter dated 28 May 2020 Angela Goddard, Surrey Transport Developing Planning
Officer, notes:

-   The B2024 (known as Clarks Lane from its junction with Pilgrims Lane to Tatsfield Court
Farm) is the narrowest section of the Zone E route varying in widths from 5.12m to 4.32m at
its narrowest point. This width is not suitable to allow two HGVs to pass or one HGV and a
car.

-   The increased numbers of HGVs using the road may result in two HGVs meeting with no
way of passing each other and one of them having to undertake a dangerous reversing
manoeuvre back along the road to allow the other to pass.

-   This section of the road is subject to 60mph speed limit and is steeply sloping down from
the Northdowns. It is particularly hazardous for vehicles during adverse weather conditions
such as snow and ice where it is more difficult for vehicles to brake quickly should they meet
another vehicle or HGV travelling in the opposite direction.

-   The B269 from its junction with the C81 Bluehouse Lane to the roundabout junction with
the B2024 has two short sections of road where the width varies in width from 5.3m to 4.9m.

-   The Transport Statement submitted with the application states that an estimated 15% of the
HGV traffic would route along the B269 and have considered the impact on a worst case
scenario of up to 200 movements over an 11 hour working day. This would equate to 3
vehicles per hour, or one every 20 minutes, along an unsuitable route.

-   It is noted that the B269 and B2024 is the only B road in the plan.



 

-  We are also concerned that HGVs from other Zones, particularly D will deviate from their
agreed route and travel along the B2024 as it is the most direct route into the Quarry.

I have received representations from constituents about the safety of road users, including
cyclists as this is a very popular cyclist route, given the width of the road and the gradient,
with so many 30/40 tonne 4/5 axle rigid vehicles travelling each day for 5 to 6 years. They
believe that the use of the B269 and B2024 seems inappropriate given the fact that all other
routes are A road routes and that the A25 routes through Brasted, Sundridge and Westerham
are protected and I ask you to take this into consideration when making your decision.

Should Kent County Council be minded to approve this application KCC/SE/0495/2018 my
constituents ask that approval is conditional on the B269 and B2024 route (route from Zone
E) through Warlingham be withdrawn from the routing plan and that access to the site be only
via A roads. Additionally they would request that Warlingham Parish Council are established
as part of the monitoring board in order to provide a mechanism for HGVs pertaining to the
Covers Quarry planning application can be monitored and reported through an appropriate
channel.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
 
Claire Coutinho MP
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

