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28 October 2022 

 

Richard Morris Esq        

Deputy CEO and Chief Officer Planning and Regulatory Services 

Sevenoaks District Council         

       

 

Via email 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

When we met with you on 4 October, we said that we had concerns about the 

content of the Town Centre Strategy relating to Westerham and we would let you 

know what they were. 

We see from the draft Reg 18 papers working their way through The Development 

Advisory  Committee, Cabinet and Full Council that aspects of the Strategy are 

included: this has made it all the more important to register our views with you. 

 

Let us make clear first of all that we fully support the vision for Westerham in 2040:  

'Westerham continues to be a charming rural town that celebrates its history. The 

town remains a desirable place to live, work and visit. .............' reflects exactly the 

views of the Town Council and its residents.  Our concerns are more on the 

practicability and deliverability of some of the suggestions made. Our fear is that 

once published, the community will focus negatively on these aspects with a 

consequential loss of credibility in the strategy itself. 

 

While 2040 is a long way away and much may change before then, there are 

some suggestions which do seem impracticable. 

 

• 'Mews housing' along London Road:  when the consultants visited 

Westerham it may not have been clear to them that the site they suggested 

was part of the George and Dragon hotel and is now its car park (complete 

with EV charging points) The hotel (Grade II listed and within the 

Conservation Area) has just had a large investment from its owners and is a 

valuable asset to the town and its visitor economy. The view to the North 

Downs through the Coaching entrance is one of those referred to in the 

Westerham Design Guide (adopted as an SPD) ‘glimpses of long-distance 

views through alleyways and gaps between buildings. These views to the 

AONB beyond give relief from the built form and offer a reminder of the rural 

nature of the setting of the Town'.  
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Any benefit created by housing or other development on this site would be 

outweighed by the adverse effects outlined above.  

 

• While several of the suggestions for improving the streetscape and traffic 

arrangements along the A25 would be welcome – some of them – 

additional pedestrian crossings and a ‘one way system’ around London 

Road and Beggars Lane have been raised before and have met opposition 

from KCC or residents – or both.  Conversations WTC has held over the years 

with KCC have left us with the clear impression that the A25 will not/cannot 

be downgraded from its current A road status; this has implications for some 

of the suggestions made.  Additionally, the proposal to decrease the width 

of the carriageway through the High Street does not appear to facilitate the 

servicing of and deliveries to the many businesses in the High Street. All of this 

must be done from the A25, there being no rear access to these properties. 

While drone deliveries may increase, it is hard to see these totally replacing 

the need for vehicular access, even by 2040.   

 

• 'A better visitor economy' is certainly desirable.  It would seem wise that this 

should be under the umbrella of 'Sevenoaks - so much more'.  Incidentally, 

there is concern in the Town about the extent of Airbnb accommodation 

already available and the wish to avoid a situation where much needed 

permanent housing is diverted to holiday use. 

 

Most important of all is that so much of the Vision is dependent on significant 

funding and a step-change in the capacity and capability of the Town Council 

(and others) to make the strategy happen. In the immediate future (noting that 

most of the action is concentrated in years 0 - 5) we question whether this is 

realistic and achievable. 

 

Please do not interpret these comments as rejecting the future Vision, but to make 

it credible with the community, it does need to demonstrate deliverability. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Helen Ogden, Chairman, Westerham Town Council 
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